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SHYMAN REPORT - THE SOUTH AFRICAN DILEMMA 
ANNCR? 

A REPORT ON A SPECIFIC UNIVERSITY IS INTRIGUING 
AND BOTHERING SOUTH AFRICA, AND SOME OBSERVERS SAY THE 
REPORT'S CONCLUSIONS GO MUCH FURTHER THAN JUST THE 
UNIVERSITY SITUATION ITSELF. BOB CHANCELLOR HAS THIS 
REPORT FROM JOHANNESPURG. 

VOICE: 

THE REPORT IS THAT OF JUSTICE J.H. SNYMAN WHO WAS 
NAMED A ONE-MAN COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE A DISTURBANCE 
WHICH TOOK PLACE AT THE BLACK UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH 
IN SEPTEMBER, NINETEEN-SEVENTY-FOUR, THEN, A STUDENT 
RALLY IN FAVOR OF FRELIMO IN MOZAMBIQUE EVOLVED INTO A 
MORE GENERAL PROTEST AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA'S WHITES. JUSTICE 
SNYMAN SUBMITTED HIS REPORT TO THE PARLIAMENT SAYING 
HE HAD FOUND, IN HIS WORDS, A DEEP-SEATFD AND ALARMING 
ANTI-VHITE FEELING ON THE CAMPUS. HE SAID THE ACTIVITIES 
OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN STUDENT'S ORGANIZATION HAD PLAYED 
A DECISIVE ROLE IN THE UNREST AT THE UNIVERSITY BUT, 
BEYOND THAT, BLACK ATTITUDES HAD BEEN AGGRAVATED BY 
STATUTORY AND TRADITIONAL RESTRICTIONS IMPOSED AGAINST 
BLACKS, MATIILY IN THE INTEREST OF WHITES. IT HAS GIVEN 
RISE, HE SAID, TO A BLACK ABHORRENCE OF THE POLICY OF 
SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT. 

THE UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH IS ONE OF FIVE ETHNIC 
UNIVERSITIES IN SOUTH AFRICA, ONE OF THREE RESERVED 
FOR BLACKS. SOUTH AFRICAN NOVELIST ALAN PATON, IN A 


JOHANNESBURG STAR ARTICLE, SAYS THE SNYMAN REPORT IS AN 
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IMPORTANT SOCIAL DOCUMENT. IT IS FAR MORE THAN A REPORT 
ON A UNIVERSITY, MISTER PATON SAYS, IT IS A REPORT ON THE 
STATE OF THE NATION, ON A COUNTRY AS DIVIDED AS ANY OTHER 
ON EARTH, THE NOVELIST, LONG KNOWN FOR HIS OPPOSITION 
TO APARTHEID POLICIES, SAID THE SNYMAN INQUIRY REALLY IS 
INTO THE WHOLE SYSTEM OF LAW UNDER WHICH BLACK PEOPLE LIVE. 
JUSTICE SNYMAN HIMSELF CAME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT 
THE SCHOOL IS ENSNARED IN A MUCH BROADER AND DEEPER PROBLEM 
THAN JUST A UNIVERSITY STTUATION, AND HE CALLED FOR THE 
WHITE POPULATION TO ADOPT A MORE CONCILIATORY ATTITUDE 
TOVARD THE BLACKS, ESPECIALLY WHAT HE CALLED THE MORE 
SOPHISTICATED BLACKS, THE VIE'! ALSO HAS HAD BROAD PRESS 
SUPPORT, EVEN IN THE PRO-GOVERNMENT NEWSPAPERS, THE 
NEWSPAPER, "OGGENBLAD," FOR EXAMPLE, SAID: WE NO LONGER 
SEE THE SOLUTION TO THE RACE PROBLEM IN TERMS OF TOTAL 
SEGREGATION. IT IS JUST NOT PRACTICAL. AND "DIETRANSDALER" 
SAID THE GOVERNMENT'S RESPONSE TO THE SHYIAN REPORT WILL 
HAVE A WIDE RANGING IMPACT ON COMMUNITY RELATIONS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

THERE ARE SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS OUTLINED WHICH JUDGE 
SNYMAM SAYS NEED RECTIFICATION, A TWEIITY PERCENT DIFFERENCE 
IN PAY BETWEEN BLACK AND WHITE STAFF MEMBERS BEING ONE OF 
THE CHIEF ONES, ANOTHER IS THAT ADMITTANCE TO THE 
UNIVERSITY IS RESTRICTED EVEN BEYOND BLACK VERSUS WHITE. 
THE COUNTRY'S SEPARATE DEVELOPMENT POLICY ATTEMPTS TO 
SEGREGATE BLACK STUDENTS BY TRIBAL GROUPINGS AND THE BLACK 


STUDENTS DEMAND THE RIGHT TO GO TO ANY OF THE BLACK 
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UNIVERSITIES. AT THE POST GRADUATE LEVEL, THEY WANT THE 
RIGHT TO GO TO ANY UNIVERSITY REGARDLESS OF COLOR BARRIERS, 
A PRIVILEGE NOW DENIED EXCEPT UNDEP RARE CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THE SNYMAN REPORT POINTS OUT THAT THE MAJORITY OF STUDENTS 
REJECT ETHNIC OR TRIBAL GROUPINGS. AND NOVELIST PATON 
BELIEVES THIS APPLIES ALSO TO THE HOMELANDS, THE TRIBAL 
ENCLAVES THE GOVERNMENT IS TRYING TO ESTABLISH FOR ITS 
BLACK MAJORITY, 

THE GOVERNMENT, SO FAR, HAS REACTED CAUTIOUSLY TO THE 
SNYMAN REPORT. MINISTER OF POLICE KRUGER SAID HE PLANS NO 
IMMEDIATE ACTION AGAINST THE SfUDENTS' ORGANIZATION ALTHOUGH 
THERE REMAINS THE QUESTION WHETHER THE NOW PROHIBITED 
ORGANIZATION WILL BE ALLOWED BACK ON CAMPUS. THE MINISTER 
OF BLACK ADMINISTRATION AND DEVELOPMENT, M.C. BOTHA SAID THE 
POLICY OF ETHNIC UNIVERSITIES IS BEING REVIEWED. HE 
ADDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT UNSYMPATHETIC TO THE MATTER OF 
EQUAL WAGES FOR THE STAFF, ALTHOUGH RECENT BUDGET CUTS WOULD 
SEEM TO WEIGH AGAINST IT. MISTER BOTHA HAS INDICATED, HOWEVER, 
REFUSAL TO ALLOW BLACK GRADUATE STUDENTS TO ATTEND ANY UNIVERSITY 

THE UNIVERSITY COUNCIL IS TO MEET AT THE END OF THIS WEEK 
TO DECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT THE SNYMAN RECOMMENDATION. 
MEANIHILE, THE CAMPUS WITH ITS THIRTEEN HUNDRED STUDENTS 
IS REPORTED TO BE QUIET ON THE SURFACE, BUT UNDERNEATH TO BE 
TENSE AND SKEPTICAL THAT ANY NAJOR CHANGE WILL COME. 
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